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Abstract—The term ‘Vernacular’ means originally belongs to the 
place or a region. In this context the distinct style of Konkan Region 
was fallout of availability of local materials, climatic conditions and 
cultural practices which helped to shape its built forms. The built 
vernacular heritage occupies a central place in the affection and 
pride of people. Today the threat is that individual buildings are 
demolished or renovated using modern materials to meet the images 
of modern comfort. Konkan Region Reflects very distinct style of 
Cultural Landscape which is fallout of Socio-culture and climate but 
due to advent of modernity and latest Technology & loss of 
traditional knowledge system this segment is facing threat.  
The aim therefore is to safeguard the vernacular heritage of Konkan 
region and in this context to propose a Comprehensive Conservation 
for Shri. Mauli Devasthan, Zolambe, Dodamarg, Sindhudurg, 
Maharashtra -A Case for Conservation of Vernacular style of Temple 
Architecture of Konkan Region. The Temple is 300 years old, 
dedicated to Goddess Maishasura Mardini incarnation of Durga, 
worshipped as Mauli Devi belonging to Tribal Community. The 
temple has indigenous Kaavi paintings, depicting the regional mural 
art of Konkan, which is at present in a state of decline and extinct. 
Another objective is to study the Architectural elements, Building 
Materials and Technology adopted and possibility of revival of the 
Building art. 
At building level this study explores the temple and community 
relationship which forms part of the cultural practices intact till 
today and identifies the Problems /Issues in proposing a 
Conservation Plan. The Temple reflects an Art that is on the verge of 
extinction thus it requires a sincere and urgent attempt of 
Revive/Restore. 
Vernacular heritage has to be streamlined with the help of 
appropriate legislation byelaws and should be made effective to save 
our heritage before it’s too late. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The built vernacular heritage is a unique expression of the 
culture of a community and its relationship with its land 
showcasing the cultural diversity. Vernacular built form is the 
traditional and natural way by which communities adopt 

themselves to the environment which is a continuous process. 
This includes necessary changes and continuous adaptation as 
a response to social and environmental limitations. 

The survival of this tradition is affected by social, cultural, 
financial and architectural homogenisation throughout the 
world. Due to this transformation at the global level of the 
culture and socio-economic factors, the vernacular structures 
are extremely vulnerable, facing serious problems of 
becoming obsolete. This problem is to be seriously handled at 
the grass root level by the respective communities. The 
architectural fraternity and allied professionals including 
government officials as multidisciplinary group of specialists 
have to take responsibility for these changes. 

In addition to the guidelines in Venice Charter it is required to 
establish the principles for maintenance and protection of our 
built vernacular heritage.  

The Konkan region is an extent of 720kms i.e. from Palghar 
District of Maharashtra to Dakshina Kannada of Karnataka 
state. The distinct style of Konkan region was fallout of 
available local materials, climatic conditions and cultural 
practices shaping their built forms.  

 
Figure 1. Temple of Devi Mauli at Sonurli, Konkan Maharashtra, 

after transformation into new medium 
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to be relocated in the temple precinct. The new interventions 
should be in harmonious blend of the exiting built 
environment using indigenous materials and vernacular 
architectural style. The complex design should be such that the 
community participation approach would increase to a greater 
extent. This will include environmental sensitive approach 
such as introducing landscape which is more productive which 
can be managed by the local community, blend with the 
settings. The components introduced are horticulture 
plantations and the water harvesting tank for the community. 
Rangmandap structure is to be designed on a vernacular 
theme, with local materials, native building art and 
craftsmanship, for multi-purpose cultural activities of the 
village that would include wedding celebrations, Pujas, 
meetings, training programs, workshops, etc 

 

Figure 12. Existing Site Plan of the Temple and Precinct 

Revival of art (Kaavi art and woodcraft) and construction 
craftsmanship by providing training programs, training the 
local artists (region specific) of area identified is Sawantwadi. 
Community should be trained for maintenance of the temple 
complex. 

It is important to monitor the site post intervention in order to 
examine the impact of the modern intervention of the historic 
materials. Also administrative, visitors, garbage and sanitation 
management if planned in advance will go a long way in 
sustaining the complex in a healthy environment. Public 
awareness and participation can be created by publication of 
this documentation and conducting awareness programs and 
workshops for school children and general public about the 
importance of Vernacular Heritage. 

Like Zolambe the entire Konkan region has varied Heritage 
potential which needs to be safeguarded in order to protect 
both the intangible and tangible layers of the its rich cultural 
resource before it’s too late. 

 

 

Figure 13. Conservation proposal for Temple and Precinct 
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